
Changing the Redistricting  Process: 

RFC Joined Coalition To Try: No Luck   

By Nancy Finch 

 Nearly three years ago, in the summer of 2009, Richmond First Club President 
Fred Fisher led the club in adopting redistricting “as the initial theme for the Club 
meetings this year.” 

 After deciding to focus on redistricting with a goal of changing the highly partisan 
process that protects legislators’ seats by gerrymandering, RFC joined the Virginia 
Redistricting Coalition in 2009 that was at work in preparation for the 2011 drawing of 
political districts. 

 Joining with other organizations in the Coalition, RFC worked to educate 
legislators and the public about the need to create a fair process to elect leaders.  

 A highlight occurred in February 2010 while the General Assembly was still 
working on a redistricting bill. RFC members held a news conference at the General 
Assembly. Speaking at the event was Jeff Reichert, producer of a documentary, 
“Gerrymandering.” Club members distributed the DVD to each member of the General 
Assembly with background information on statewide support for changing the method of 
the political redistricting required every 10 years after the census is taken. 

 Former Delegate Terri Suit, speaking to the RFC, the day after the gubernatorial 
election in 2009  said the newly elected Governor Bob McDonnell had run on 
establishing a bipartisan process for redistricting. “He’s a man of his word,” she said. 

 With pressure from the Coalition, in January 2011 the governor did appoint an 
“advisory” commission on redistricting but he made no attempt to make use of its report. 
The General Assembly killed all bipartisan redistricting bills and proceeded, as usual, to 
draw plans to protect their seats without using the work of teams from 13 colleges and 
universities that devised redistricting plans based on state law and the latest in 
computer capability. Nor did the legislators use the work of the Independent Bipartisan 
Advisory Commission on Redistricting. 

 RFC members spoke at subcommittee and committee meetings at the General 
Assembly for two years. We wrote letters to the governor and to newspaper editorial 
pages. We worked with Democratic and Republican bill patrons to help their bills come 
out of committee. 

 Nothing worked.  



 Again  this winter of 2012, RFC, through the Redistricting Coalition, supported 
and worked for Delegate Betsy Carr’s (D) non partisan redistricting  bill and Senators Jill 
Vogel’s (R) and John Miller’s (D) bills that would have established bipartisan 
commissions to be in place for the 2021 redistricting. All failed including Del. Ken Plum’s 
bill to get a constitutional amendment underway for the same purpose. 

 On February 27th, the last of four redistricting bills submitted in the 2012 General 
Assembly was killed in the Constitutional Amendments Subcommittee of the House 
Privileges and Elections Committee. All committee members, Democrats and 
Republican voted against Sen. Jill Vogel’s bill to establish a bipartisan redistricting 
commission. 

 For the next 10 years political boundaries determined in 2011 will continue until 
the next decennial census. 

 Although several court cases were entered to address the gerrymandering, none 
of the cases were allowed to go forward. 

 The final press release from the Coalition citing the “last chance for a “Bipartisan 
Anti-Gerrymandering Bill,” pointed out that of the 100 House of Delegates seats, 63 
were uncontested in fall elections. In the Senate 14 of the 40 seats were uncontested.  

 John Stone of Hampton Roads, coalition co-chair, said, “How is this being 
accountable to the people? Some members of the General Assembly have lost sight of 
the fact that their legislative seats are not theirs. They belong to the people of Virginia.” 

 The Coalition has not determined if further action will be taken. 

     #     #     # 

                                                                                                                                                       

 


